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GROW PLACES – GROWING 
TOGETHER AT FIELD LODGE 

CARE HOME calls out for votes to bag 
a share of a £12.5million carrier bag 

charge fund 
Grow Places – Growing Together at Field Lodge Care Home is bidding to bag a 
massive cash boost from the Tesco Bags of Help initiative. 

The supermarket has teamed up with Groundwork on its Bags of Help initiative, 
which see grants of £12,000, £10,000 and £8,000 – all raised from the 5p bag 
levy – being awarded to environmental and greenspace projects.  

Three groups in each of Tesco’s 416 regions have been shortlisted to receive the 
cash award. 

And next month shoppers are being invited to head along to Tesco stores to vote 
for who they think should take away the top grant. 

Grow Places – Growing Together at Field Lodge Care Home is one of the 
groups on the shortlist. 

Care homes can be very cut off from their surrounding communities with inside 
and outside worlds not knowing much about each other. Field Lodge Care 
Home, St Ives, Cambridgeshire is fortunate to have a good sized garden that 
with updating can provide a shared space for residents to meet the wider 
community through gardening and social activities.  

There is a big interest in where our food comes from and how it is grown. 
Younger generations will learn how to grow fruit and vegetables alongside the 
Home's residents who may have left behind their own gardens to live here and 
have good expertise to share. The grant will allow us to create a productive 



 

Page 2 of 3 

growing space for fruit and vegetables for cultivation and consumption by 
residents in the Home's kitchen, and by the wider community.  

Plans include a wheelchair-accessible greenhouse, raised planting beds that can 
be gardened from sitting height and smooth paved surfaces for ease of mobility.  

We would also love to create a wildlife garden area with native planting and 
habitats for birds, bees, butterflies, hedgehogs and other beneficial fauna. 
Incorporating clear signage and storyboards for residents’ and visitors' 
information and education. This garden is viewable from a number of residents' 
rooms and from their dining room. Even if they are unable to get outside easily, 
they will still be able to follow wildlife antics.  

In addition the residents are keen on a beach-themed garden area. For many 
residents a trip to the seaside is now hard to achieve though they may have 
powerful earlier memories of holidays by the sea. This part of the project will 
involve the relocation and repurposing of a log cabin to create a seaside-themed 
garden with beach hut, pebbles, timber groynes, seaside planting and a safe 
water feature, as well as seaside sounds being broadcast by hidden 
loudspeakers. 

“Grow Places is very excited to be working with Field Lodge Care Home. This 
project ticks all the boxes of what makes a strong community-orientated and 
inclusive project for Grow Places. Please support us to make the Field Lodge 
garden dreams come true.” Paul Herrington, Director of Grow Places, a social 
enterprise. www.growplaces.org.uk 

Voting is open in stores from 31 October to 13 November. Customers will cast 
their vote using a token given to them at the check-out in store each time they 
shop.  

This is the second round of the initiative: the first round saw approximately 
eight million shoppers vote in stores up and down the country earlier this year. 

Lindsey Crompton, Head of Community at Tesco, said: “The first round of the 
Bags of Help initiative was a fantastic success. 

“In total 1,170 community groups were awarded £8,000, £10,000 or £12,000 - 
that’s a massive £11.7 million being invested into local projects. 



 

Page 3 of 3 

“We are already seeing some great results from groups transforming their own 
environmental and greenspace areas. 

“We are absolutely delighted to open the voting for round two. There are some 
fantastic projects on the shortlists and we can’t wait to see them come to life in 
hundreds of communities.” 

Groundwork’s national Chief Executive, Graham Duxbury, said: “Bags of Help 
is giving our communities both the funding and the support to create better, 
healthier and greener places for everyone to enjoy.  

“We’ve been thrilled to see the diversity of projects that have applied for 
funding, ranging from outdoor classrooms, sports facilities, community gardens, 
play areas and everything in between. 

“They’re all fantastic projects that make a real difference in our 
neighbourhoods. 

“We’re looking forward to learning the results of the customer vote and then 
supporting each group to bring their project to life.” 

Ends 

Issued by Beattie The Creative Communications Group.  

For further information please contact: 

Kenny Angove 01698 787843 kenny.angove@onlybeattie.com 

Claire Young 01698 787849 claire.young@onlybeattie.com 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

• 1,248 organisations from Tesco’s 416 regions up and down the UK will 
receive a share of the Bags of Help fund. 

• The initiative is supported by money from the five pence charge levied on 
single-use carrier bags 

• More than 2,800 groups up and down the country applied for grants from 
the scheme. These were whittled down to three in each of Tesco’s regions 

• For more information please visit: http://www.tesco.com/bagsofhelp 


